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CHAPTER 7 
 

SIGNS 
 
7.01 Purpose. The purpose of these requirements is to ensure that the visual resources 

of the county are protected and that traffic safety is enhanced by setting 
requirements for the size, number, placement, and lighting of signs. 

 
7.02 Applicability 
 
(1) Signs restricted. Unless exempted under sub. (2), no sign shall hereafter be 

located, erected, structurally altered, maintained, moved, or reconstructed, except 
as permitted by this chapter. 

 
(2) Signs exempted.  The following shall be exempt from the requirements of this 

chapter: 
 

(a) Memorial signs and tablets displayed on public property or in cemeteries. 
 

(b) Official traffic and parking signs, and informational, legal or directional 
notices erected by federal, state, or local units of government. 

 
(c) Guidance signs authorized by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

under Trans. 200.03, Wis. Admin. Code. 
 

(d) Official government entity flags. 
 

(e) Outdoor murals or other outdoor artwork determined by the Zoning 
Administrator not to be signs. 

 
7.03 General sign requirements. The following requirements shall apply to all 

permitted signs, unless exempted in s. 7.02 (2): 
 
(1) No undulating, swinging, rotating, or otherwise moving sign shall be permitted. 
 
(2) Except for flashing or fluttering time and/or temperature sign messages, no 

flashing, fluttering, or otherwise animated sign messages shall be permitted. 
 
(3) No sign shall obstruct clear visibility of traffic along any public highway or at the 

intersection of any highways with either driveways or highways. 
 
(4) No signs, except signs erected by a unit of government, shall project over or be 

located within any pubic right-of-way. 
 
(5) Signs shall not resemble, imitate, or approximate the shape, size, form, or color of 

traffic signs, signals, or devices. Signs shall not obstruct or interfere with the 
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effectiveness of traffic signs, signals or devices, nor be lighted in such a way so as 
to cause glare or impair driver visibility upon public highways. 

 
(6) Signs shall not be located or maintained in such a way that prevents free ingress 

or egress from any floor, window, or fire escape; and no sign shall be attached to 
a fire escape. 

 
(7) Any spotlights used to illuminate signs shall be shielded such that their light 

source cannot be seen from adjoining highways or properties. 
 
(8) No sign shall be placed on or over the roof of any building. 
 
(9) No sign shall be painted or mounted on rocks or other natural features, except that 

nameplates and/or addresses for dwelling units and “No Hunting,” “No 
Trespassing”, “No Dumping,” and signs of a similar nature may be affixed to 
trees. 

 
(10)  No sign shall contain obscene or derogatory language, symbols, or pictures. 
 
7.04  Sign types 
 
(1)  Wall signs. 
 

(a) Size. The sign face area of a wall sign shall not exceed 15 percent of the 
area (to a maximum of 200 sq. ft.) of the side of the building to which it is 
attached. If more than one sign is present, the combined sign face area 
shall not exceed 15 percent of the area (to a maximum of 200 sq. ft.) of the 
side of the building to which they are attached.  

 
(b) Design. Wall signs shall not extend more than 6 inches from the building’s 

wall surface, nor beyond the end of the wall. 
 
(2)  Projecting signs. 
 

(a) Size. The sign face area of a projecting sign shall not exceed 24 square 
feet. 

 
(b) The sign shall not extend more than 5 feet from the wall to which it is 

attached. 
 

(c) The bottom of such sign shall be at least 7 feet above the grade directly 
below the sign. 

 
(d) The top of such sign shall not extend above the building’s roof. 

 
(3)  Freestanding signs. 
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(a) Size. The maximum size of freestanding signs shall be as follows: 

1. Nameplates and/or addresses for dwelling units; “No Hunting,” 
“No Trespassing,”  “No Dumping,” and signs of a similar nature; 
“Open/Closed” signs; “Vacancy/No Vacancy” signs; and 
operational signs designating entrances, exits, service areas, 
parking areas, restrooms, and other functional operations of a 
building or premises shall not exceed 4 square feet in sign face 
area. 

2. Free standing signs sign area shall not exceed .6 x lineal front foot 
of the lot for which the sign is located to a maximum of 200 sq. ft. 
If more than one sign is present, the combined sign face area shall 
not exceed .6 x lineal front foot of the lot for which the signs are 
located to a maximum of 200 sq. ft. 

 
(b) Such signs shall be located at least 5 feet from all side lot lines. 
 
(c)  Such signs shall not exceed 25 feet in height. 

 
(4) Election campaign signs.  
 

(a) Such signs located on residential property, as defined in s. 12.04, Wis. 
Stats, shall not be erected or displayed prior to the election campaign 
period, as defined in s. 12.04, Wis. Stats., and shall be removed within 7 
days after the election. 

 
(b) Such signs located on property other than residential property, as defined 

in s. 12.04, Wis. Stats.,shall meet the following: 
1. The signs shall not be placed on public property. 
2. The signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in sign face area. 
3. The signs shall not be erected or displayed earlier than 60 days 

prior to the election to which they pertain. 
4. The signs shall be removed within 7 days after the election. 

 
(5) Real estate signs, advertising the sale, rent, or lease of property on which the sign 

is placed, shall be subject to the following: 
 

(a) Such signs shall be removed within 10 days of the sale, rent, or lease of 
the property. 

 
(b) The number of such signs shall be limited to one along each highway that 

abuts the property. 
 

(c) Signs can be located on a property for a maximum of two (2) years in any 
five (5) year period.  
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(d) Such sign shall not exceed 8 square feet in gross area on residential 
properties.   

 
(e) Signs for commercial properties and residential developments shall not 

exceed 32 square feet in gross area.   
 

(f) Signs may be placed at the right-of-way line of the highway.  
 

(6) On-site construction signs, promoting a building under construction and/or the 
contractor(s) for such building, shall be subject to the following: 

 
(a) Only one construction sign shall be allowed per construction project. 

 
(b) No such sign shall exceed 32 square feet in sign face area. 

 
(c) No such sign shall be erected prior to beginning of construction. 

 
(d) All such signs shall be removed within one week after completion of 

construction and prior to occupancy. 
 
(7) On-premise residential neighborhood signs shall be freestanding signs only, shall 

be limited to identifying the name of a neighborhood area such as a subdivision or 
housing development, shall not exceed 32 square feet in sign face area and shall 
be placed only at the entrance(s) to the neighborhood area. 

 
(8) Billboards. 

 
(a) All billboards require a conditional use permit. 
 
(b) Billboards shall not be located in the R-8 and R-20 district. 

 
(c) Billboards must be setback 50 feet from the right of way line. 

 
(9) Temporary Signs.  Temporary signs shall be subject to the following: 
  

(a) Temporary signs may only be displayed for a period of 14 days. 
 
(b) Temporary signs must be firmly fastened or anchored to a structure or 

ground. 
 

(c) Temporary signs shall not exceed 32 sq. ft. in area. 
 

(d) Such signs shall not be located in the public highway right-of-way. 
 
(10) Directional signs.  Directional signs shall be subject to the following: 
 



Trempealeau County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 

 
 
Chapter 7 - Signs 58

(a) Such signs may be in addition to, or in lieu of, off-premise advertising 
signs erected in accordance with Section 7.05(1).  

 
(b) Directional signs are permitted where a change in travel direction is 

required.  A directional sign which indicates that a use is straight ahead is 
permitted only where the person seeking the use might not normally 
follow a main travel route. 

 
(c) Unless limitation is waived, no more than 4 such signs shall be permitted 

for each use.  If multiple travel routes to a particular use are logical the 
Zoning Administrator, may waive this limitation and authorize the number 
of such signs deemed necessary. 

 
(d) Directional signs shall only contain information identifying the name of an 

establishment, the distance to the establishment, and a directional arrow.  
No other information shall be identified on the sign. 

 
(e) Such signs shall only be permitted in proximity of highway intersections, 

but shall not obstruct clear visibility of traffic along any pubic highway or 
intersection of highways. 

 
(f) Directional signs shall not exceed 4 square feet in sign face area. 

 
(11) On-premise dwelling unit or farm identification signs shall meet the following 

requirements: 
 

(a) Signs shall not exceed 32 sq. ft. in area.  In R-8 and R-20 districts such 
signs shall not exceed 4 sq. ft. in size. 

 
(b) Signs must be located on the same parcel as the dwelling unit or farm.  

Such signs shall not be located on the public highway right-of-way. 
 
(12) Agriculture/crop  plot identification signs shall meet the following requirements: 
 

(a) One sign exceeding 8 sq. ft. to a maximum of 32 sq. ft. in size is permitted 
per parcel.   

 
(b) Signs 8 sq. ft. or less in size are permitted without a  number limitation. 
 
(c) Signs must be removed within 10 days of the crop being harvested. 
 
(d)  Signs shall not be located in the public highway right-of-way. 

 
7.05 On and off-premise signs. In addition to the requirements of Section 7.03 and 

7.04, the following requirements shall be met for on and off-premise signs.  
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(1) Off- premise.  Advertising signs which are off-premise signs shall meet the  
 following: 
  

(a) Number limited.  No more than 2 such signs shall be permitted for each 
business establishment, commodity, or product. There shall be not more 
than 2 such signs relating to any one such use in the approaching direction 
along any one highway.  No such sign shall be more than 10 miles away 
from the location to which it relates. 

 
(b) Off-premise advertising signs shall not be allowed in the R-8, and R-20 

districts. 
 

(c)  Off-premise signs placed at the entrance to a community advertising a 
community, public, or semi-public use shall be allowed in all districts 
provided they do not exceed 32 sq. ft. in sign face area and no more than 1 
sign is placed at each entrance point to the community. 

 
(d) Off-premise wall signs and free-standing signs shall not exceed 32 sq. ft. 

in area. 
 
(2) On-premise.  Advertising signs which are on-premise signs shall meet the   
 following: 
 

(a) Number limited for free-standing, projecting signs and wall signs. The 
maximum number of on-premise advertising signs shall be a total of 3 
such signs per business to a maximum of 6 signs per parcel. 

 
(b) Sign spacing for freestanding and projecting signs.  This spacing 

requirement shall only apply to advertising signs which are freestanding or 
projecting signs. No on-premise advertising sign shall be located closer 
than 50 feet to another free-standing or projecting sign. 

 
7.06 Permits. 
 
(1) The following signs shall require a sign permit as provided in Section 10.02: 
 

(a) On-premise advertising signs which are wall signs Section 7.04(1), 
projecting signs Section 7.04(2) or freestanding signs 7.04(3). 

 
(b) All off-premise signs Section 7.05(1), except temporary civic event signs 

which promote events of community significance. 
 
 (c) Billboards Section 7.04(8). 
 
(2) All other signs not listed in sub. (1) shall not require a sign permit, but shall 

comply with the other requirements of this chapter. 
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(3) The changing or altering of the sign face area shall require a sign permit, unless 

the sign is exempted from the permit requirements as provided in sub. (2).  The 
changing of text or logos or the repainting and routine maintenance of signs shall 
not be deemed changes or alterations requiring a sign permit. 

 
(4) The area of a sign face shall be computed as the area within the square, rectangle, 

triangle, circle or combination or portions thereof enclosing the limits of a sign 
face, or the combination of the areas of all such geometric figures delimiting each 
sign face module, together with any frame material, texture or color forming an 
integral part of the sign face or used to differentiate the sign face from the 
structure upon which it is placed. 

 
(5) For Multi-faced Signs, when the Sign Face surfaces are parallel (back-to-back), or 

where the interior angle formed by the faces is forty-five (45) degrees or less, the 
area of the sign shall be taken as the area on the largest side. For all other Multi-
faced Signs, the area of the sign shall be the total area on all sides that can be 
viewed at one time from any angle.  

 
7.07   Nonconforming signs. 
 
(1) Any sign which is nonconforming at the effective date of this ordinance or which 

becomes a nonconforming sign at any future date may be continued provided that 
the sign is not increased in size or structurally altered, repaired by more than fifty 
percent (50%) of the assessed value of the sign. 

 
7.08    Abandoned signs. 
 
(1) Abandoned signs shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the property upon 

which the sign is located, unless the sign’s message is changed in compliance 
with this Ordinance.  Such removal or change of message shall be completed 
within 1 year of the date upon which it becomes an abandoned sign. 

 
(2) If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the Zoning Administrator shall 

give the owner 60 days written notice to remove said sign or change its message 
in compliance with this Ordinance.  Upon failure to comply with this notice, the 
owner or lessee of the property upon which the sign is located shall be subject to 
prosecution and penalties as provided in Chapter 11, Enforcement. 


