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CHAPTER 6 
 

PARKING, LOADING, AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS 
 

6.01 Purpose.  These provisions are intended to reduce traffic congestion on highways 
by requiring adequate off-street parking and loading areas for each land use. 
These provisions provide landscaping requirements to improve the appearance of 
parking lots and to reduce the nuisance of glare. These provisions are also 
intended to promote traffic safety by ensuring proper access to highways  

 
6.02 Off-street parking requirements. 
 
(1) Required number of off-street parking spaces. The minimum number of off-street 

automobile parking spaces to be provided shall be in accordance with the 
following schedule. In cases where garages are provided, the number of required 
spaces shall be reduced by the number of parking spaces within the garages.  The 
Zoning Committee may at its discretion reduce the number of parking spaces 
required if the applicant demonstrates that traffic safety is not jeopardized. 

 
One space per employee during the peak shift shall be provided in addition to the 
following:  

USE 
 
OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENT 

 
Residential 

 
2 spaces per dwelling unit. 

 
Commercial Lodging 

 
1 space per room. 

 
Auditorium/Theater 

 
1 space per 3 seats. 

 
Church/Funeral Home 

 
1 space per 4 seats. 

 
Restaurant/Tavern 

 
1 space per 100 square feet of primary floor area or 1 
space per 3 seats, whichever is greater. 

 
Boarding House 

 
1 space per bedroom or sleeping room. 

 
Bed and Breakfast Establishment 

 
2 spaces plus 1 space per rental room. 

 
Medical/Dental Clinic or Office 

 
5 spaces per doctor/dentist 

 
Public Boat Launching Ramp 

 
15 spaces per launching lane, each space 10 feet wide 
x 40 feet long. 

 
Office Uses 

 
1 space per 250 sq. ft. of primary floor area. 

 
Retail Stores and Personal Services 
Establishments 

 
1 space per 200 sq. ft. of primary floor area. 

 
Manufacturing/Trade or Contractor 
Establishments 

 
1 space per 500 sq. ft. of primary floor area. 
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Warehouse/Commercial Storage 1 space per 1,000 square feet of primary floor area. 
 
Marinas 

 
2 spaces per boat slip. 

 
Commercial Riding Stables 

 
1 space per 3 horses. 

 
Convenience Store 

 
1 space per 100 square feet of primary floor area 

 
Auto Repair 

 
3 spaces per service bay  

 
Outside Retail Sales 

 
1 space per 500 square feet of display area. 

 
Commercial Recreation 

 
1 space per 4 patrons. 

 
Hospital 

 
2 spaces per 3 beds. 

 
Nursing Home 

 
1 space per 3 beds. 

 
School, K-12 

 
1 space per 10 students. 

 
School, College 

 
1 space per 2 students. 

 
School, Nursery 

 
1 space per 6 children. 

 
Golf Course 

 
90 spaces per 9 holes. 

 
Driving Range 

 
1 space per tee. 

 
Drive-thru Facilities 

 
4 vehicle queuing spaces. 

 
(a) If the parking requirements for particular uses described in Chapter 4 are 

different from those shown here, the most restrictive requirements shall 
apply.  

 
(b) Commercial establishments with drive-through facilities shall, in addition 

to providing the required off-street parking spaces, maintain an off-street 
queuing capacity of 4 vehicles per service lane. Such queuing capacity 
shall be designed so that vehicles queuing in the drive-through lane do not 
interfere with street traffic flow. 

 
(c) Computation. When the computation of the minimum number of parking 

spaces results in a fractional number, the number shall be rounded up. 
 

(d) Uses not enumerated. In the case of uses not specifically listed in sub. (1), 
the minimum number of parking spaces shall be determined by the Zoning 
Administrator, based upon the requirements for similar uses. 

 
(e) Multiple uses on a lot. Where more than one use is located on a lot, the 

required number of parking spaces shall be determined by the sum of the 
minimum total number of parking spaces for each individual use. 
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However, the Zoning Administrator, may allow a reduction of parking 
facilities if: 
1.  The peaks of demand for individual uses do not coincide, or 
2.  The same parking space can simultaneously serve both uses. 

 
(2) Application to existing uses. Uses existing on the effective date of this Ordinance 

which do not have the required amount of parking space shall not further reduce 
said space; and no expansion of the use shall be permitted, unless parking spaces 
equal to the parking requirement for the size of the expansion are provided as part 
of the expansion. 

 
(3) Application to change of use. Whenever an existing use of a lot is hereafter 

proposed to be changed to a use having greater parking requirements, the 
applicant shall provide additional parking spaces equal to the difference in 
required parking spaces between the existing use and the proposed use. 

 
(4) Location. Except for commercial, industrial, and institutional uses, all required 

off-street parking shall be provided on the same lot as the use it serves or on an 
adjoining lot under the same ownership as the lot containing the use it serves. For 
commercial, industrial, and institutional uses, parking may be provided off-
premise, subject to the following criteria: 

 
(a) The off-premise property shall be under the same ownership as the lot 

containing the commercial, industrial, or institutional use; or the off-
premise property to serve as the required parking lot shall be leased for 
such purpose for 20 years or more. 

 
(b) Each of the parking spaces shall be within 500 feet of the structure 

housing the use that the parking spaces are intended to serve. 
 

(c) The off-premise parking area shall be located in the same district as the 
use that the parking spaces are intended to serve, or in an industrial or 
commercial district. 

 
(d) A separate land use permit shall be obtained for the off-premise parking 

area. 
 
(5) Abandonment. No parking space, or driveway providing access thereto, shall be 

abandoned, closed, converted to another use, or in any way eliminated from use as 
a parking space or driveway, unless adequate off-street parking and access are 
provided to the property in full compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

  
 (6) Design requirements.  
 

(a) Each parking space shall be not less than 180 square feet exclusive of the 
space required for ingress and egress. 
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(b) No parking lot shall be constructed within 5 feet of the front, side, and rear 

property lines.  The 5-foot setback shall act as a buffer strip between 
adjacent properties. 

 
(c) Parking lots shall be constructed and maintained to control surface water 

runoff. 
 
(7) Lighting. Lighting established for the purpose of illuminating off-street parking 

areas shall utilize lighting fixtures whose hood, lens, or combination thereof allow 
no direct beams of light from the fixture to be seen from off the property or to be 
cast skyward. 

 
(8) Maintenance. All parking areas shall be properly maintained by the owner, or 

lessee, of the property. 
 
(9) Handicapped parking. All off-street parking areas shall provide parking spaces for 

use by motor vehicles which transport physically disabled persons, in accordance 
with ILHR 52, Wis. Admin. Code, or the following minimum requirements, 
whichever are more restrictive: 

 
(a) Two percent of the total number of spaces shall be provided for use by 

physically disabled persons with a minimum of one space. 
 
(b) The minimum dimensions for all parking spaces provided for use by 

physically disabled persons shall be 12 feet in width and 18 feet in length. 
 

(c) Parking spaces provided for use by physically disabled persons shall be 
located as close as possible to an entrance which allows such persons to 
enter and leave the parking area without assistance. 

 
(10) All parking areas shall be surfaced with gravel or be paved.  For the purpose of 

meeting the requirements of this ordinance crushed limestone is a suitable surface. 
 

6.03 Parking area landscaping requirements 
 
(1) Applicability. These requirements shall apply to all parking spaces created after 

the effective date of this Ordinance, except for parking spaces located in parking 
areas which accommodate fewer than 6 vehicles, and except for parking spaces 
located in multi-level parking structures. 

 
(2) Parking lot landscaping required. 
 

(a) A minimum ten (10) foot wide landscape strip shall be provided between 
any parking lot designed or intended to accommodate six (6) cars or more 
and the front property line of the property on which the parking lot is 
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located, unless the parking area is otherwise screened from the public 
highway by a building or other means. 

 
(b) Trees shall be provided within any parking lot designed or intended to 

accommodate six (6) cars or more, in accordance with the requirements of 
this section. 

 
(c) Landscape strips and trees required by this section must be maintained in 

accordance with ordinance requirements.  Tree, shrubs, and grasses must 
be replaced if damaged or destroyed.  Replacement must take place within 
180 days of their being damaged or destroyed. 

 
(3) Parking lot landscaping design standards. 
 

(a) Landscape strips required herein shall meet the following criteria: 
1. Landscape strips shall contain no structures, parking areas, patios, 

storm-water detention facilities, or any other accessory uses except 
for retaining walls or earthen berms constructed as part of an 
overall landscape design, pedestrian-orientated facilities such as 
sidewalks and bus stops, underground utilities, driveways required 
to access the property, and signs otherwise permitted by this 
ordinance. 

2. One tree shall be provided within the landscape strip for every fifty 
(50) feet of length of the lot frontage, or portion thereof.  Such 
trees may be deciduous or evergreen, but must be of a type that is 
suitable to local growing conditions and that will normally reach at 
least twelve (12) inches at diameter at breast height upon maturity. 

3. All portions of a landscaped strip shall be planted in trees, shrubs, 
grass or ground cover, except for those ground areas that are 
mulched or covered by permitted structures. 

4. Upon planting, new trees shall have a caliper of no less than one 
(1) inch at the base of the tree. 

 
(b) Parking lot landscaping shall be provided as follows: 

1. One tree shall be provided within the parking lot for every twenty 
(20) parking spaces, or portion thereof.  Each tree shall be located 
within the parking lot adjacent to the spaces for which the tree was 
required.  Trees provided to meet the minimum requirements of 
any landscape strip or buffer may not be counted toward this 
requirement. 

2. A landscaping island shall be located at the end of every parking 
bay between the last parking space and an adjacent travel aisle or 
driveway.  The island shall be no less than eight (8) feet wide for at 
least one-half the length of the adjacent parking space.  The island 
shall be planted in trees, shrubs, grass, or ground cover except for 
those areas that are mulched. 
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3. Tree planting areas shall be not less than eight (8) feet in width and 
shall provide at least 100 square feet of planting area per tree.  No 
tree shall be located less than two and one-half (2 ½) feet from the 
edge of pavement or back of curb; if curbing is not provided 
around the tree planting area, curb stops shall be placed such that 
vehicles will not overhang the tree planting area. 

4. Landscaping island and tree planting areas shall be well drained 
and contain suitable soil and natural irrigation characteristics for 
the planting materials they contain. 

 
6.04 Loading and unloading requirements. 
 
(1) Any use which requires deliveries or shipments shall provide sufficient off-street 

loading and unloading space so that no public highway, alley, or access to any 
parking area is blocked by such activities. 

 
(2) The loading and unloading space shall be separate from any parking aisle or 

parking spaces unless delivery or pickup activities are scheduled for hours when 
the parking area is not in use. 

 
6.05  Driveway requirements 
 
(1) Every lot upon which uses permitted under this code may take place shall have 

access to a public highway.  
 
(2) For all uses, except agricultural uses, as listed in Section 2.05, no more than 2 

access points per lot shall be permitted. 
 
(3) For all uses, except agricultural uses, as listed in Section. 2.05, access shall not be 

allowed directly  to a state highway if access to a town or county public highway 
is available. 

 
(4) Driveway width. 
 

(a) For all single family residential and duplex residential uses, driveways 
shall be at least 12 feet wide and not more than 24 feet wide extending 50 
feet back from the highway centerline. 

 
(b) Driveways for all other uses, except agricultural uses, shall be at least 20 

feet wide and not more than 35 feet wide extending a minimum of 50 feet 
back from the highway centerline. Such drives may be reduced to 12 feet 
wide if they are enter-only or exit-only drives. 

 
(5) Setback. All driveways shall be placed such that the driveway edge nearest to an 

adjoining property owners lot line is at least 5 feet from the lot line, unless 
driveways are shared by adjoining property owners. 
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(6) All driveways, except those to farm fields, shall be surfaced with gravel or paved 

and pitched to prevent ponding. 
 
(7) Location. Driveways shall be located opposite median crossover where present. 
 
(8)  Grade. All driveways shall accommodate emergency vehicles. The maximum 

grade for driveways serving dwelling units constructed after the effective date of 
this Ordinance shall be 20%. Any applicant seeking to construct a driveway, any 
portion of which shall contain a grade in excess of 20%,  may seek a Conditional 
Use Permit from the Zoning Committee, and present any plans and information 
which demonstrate that the steeper grade satisfies driveway requirements. 

 
(9)  Intersection with highway. All driveways shall intersect a public highway at a 90 

degree angle.  All driveways shall be sloped down from the highway edge for at 
least 20 feet from the highway edge so the elevation of the driveway is at least 6 
inches below the level of the highway at a point 20 feet from the edge of the 
highway. 

 
(10)  Culverts. All driveways shall have a minimum 24 foot culvert with a 15 inch 

minimum diameter, the culvert requirement shall remain in effect unless the 
highway agency with jurisdiction grants an exception. 

 
(11)  Clearance.  All driveways shall have a minimum elevation clearance of 18 feet. 
 
(12) Emergency Access.  Driveways shall be of adequate design to allow for 

emergency vehicle ingress and egress. 
 
(13) Sight Distance. Driveways shall be so located to have a minimum 400 foot sight 

distance in either direction.  A greater sight distance may be required at the 
discretion of the highway agency with jurisdiction. 


