
Trempealeau County 

      Moratorium Committee Minutes 

Date:  September 09, 2013 

Members Present:   David Larson   Ellen Ott 
    Paul Winey   Sarah Slaby 
    John Aasen   Pamela Nelson 
    Lois Taylor   Cristeen Custer 
    Elizabeth Feil   Sherry Rhoda 
 
Others Present:  Carol Bawek 
      
           
        
1. Call to Order 

Ms. Cheryl Rhoda called the Trempealeau County Moratorium Committee meeting to order.  
Time:  6:03 p.m. 
 

2. Introduction of Members 

3. Certification of Open Meeting Law Requirements 

Posting and notification has accomplished the requirements of the Open Meeting Law. 
 

4. Adoption of Agenda 

A motion made by Mr. Aasen, seconded by Mr. Larson to accept the agenda as mailed.  
Motion carried.  See Appendix A1.   
 

5. Election of Chairperson 

 A motion was made by Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Aasen to nominate Ms. Sally Miller as 
Chairperson for the Moratorium Committee and to close the floor for all other nominations.  
Motion carried.  Ms. Sally Miller is the new Chairperson for the Moratorium Committee.   
 
A motion was made by Ms. Taylor, seconded by Ms. Custer to nominate Mr. Paul Winey as 
Vice Chairperson for the Moratorium Committee and to close the floor for all other 
nominations.  Motion carried.  Mr. Paul Winey is the new Vice Chairperson for the 
Moratorium Committee.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Larson, seconded by Ms. Rhoda to nominate Mr. John Aasen as 
Secretary for the Moratorium Committee and to close the floor for all other nominations.  
Motion carried.  Mr. John Aasen is the Secretary for the Moratorium Committee.   
 

6. Presentation of Open Meeting Law 

Mr. Rian Radtke, Corp. Counsel defined the Open Meeting Laws and the Statute Declaration of 
Policy for the Moratorium Committee.  He also defined “meeting”.    No more than 6 members 



can have a meeting together and/or electronically.  Walking quorum was described as well.  
Discussion was held.   
 

7. Dept. of Land Management Director 

Kevin Lien was on hand to explain the procedures for permitting for Non-metallic Minds.  He 
expressed his concern regarding proper setback for ambient air, and groundwater usage.  Do we 
need to change the set backs.   Smart growth plan was also discussed. 
 

8. Goals/Objectives 

Collect and analyze the data on the effects of the industrial sand mining on the health and safety 
regarding Ground water, surface water, light, noise pollution and ambient air quality, radon 
release, radioactivity and ability to maintain stable communities.  
  
 Media communication Ms. Rhoda and Chairperson.  Scientific research  
 
Ground rules –  

 Be Civil (no name calling)  
 Stay with time Frame 
 Stick to issues 
 Be accountable 
 Public comment at end of agenda 
 Take a break when needed.   
 2 hour meetings 

 
Process ideas –  

 Timeline 
  transparency  

o Minutes 
o Data 
o Requests 
o Topics 

Time for public to speak; with a timer 
Members inform public/encourage public 
How do we identify, recruit resources from the public 
Proposed study plan 
Budget 
Moratoria outcomes from other communities   

 
What is a valid resource –  
o University 
o  state government (WI , MN, others) 
o  peer reviewed journal articles, 
o Independent studies (consider the source) 
o  other counties study 
o  primary research 
o  news papers 
o   Industry itself=WI industrial Sand Ass. 
o   MSHA resources.  



 
What do we know, what do we need to know - where are the gaps. 
 

9. Items for next Agenda 

 Results of the other counties Moratorium outcomes - Buffalo County; City of Winona, 

County of Winona, Missouri and Texas Health Departments 

  Resource list   

  Timeline  

 Specific item of interest 

10. Set meet Dates, times 

Monday September 23rd 4th MONDAY  

11. Adjournment  

A motion was made by Ms. Taylor, seconded by Ms. Rhoda to adjourn the Moratorium 
committee.  Motion carried. Time:  8:15 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Aasen 
Ms. Secretary 


