
Date:  December 9, 2014 

Highway Committee Meeting                 

Location: Highway Office                       

Time: 9:00 AM 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Aasen at 9:03 am. 

Open meeting law requirements have been met. 

Members present: Chairman John Aasen,  Mike Nelson, Doug Winters, Curt Skoyen, 

Ernest Vold, and Commissioner Lyga. 

Members absent: None 

 

Other persons attending: Jamie Kabus, Rollin Gjestvang, Brenda McNallan, Tom Kloss 

       

Minutes of November 14, 2014 meeting were presented as drafted.   Motion to accept                       

by Doug Winters.  Seconded by Mike Nelson.  Motion Carried.  

 

Motion to accept agenda by Ernest Vold,  seconded by Curt Skoyen.  Motion Carried. 

 

AUDIT                                   

Approval of vouchers approved by audit committee – Vouchers #983 to #989 for $5,390.15.  

Vouchers #990 to #1012 for $262,096.36.  Motion to pay by Mike Nelson, seconded by Doug 

Winters.  Motion carried. 

Vouchers #1013 thru #1014 were audited in the amount of $23,251.00.  Vouchers #1015 to 

#1079 for $233,089.09.    Motion to pay by Ernest Vold.  Seconded by Curt Skoyen. 

Motion Carried.  

 

BUILDING and GROUNDS DISCUSSION 

Need to do some paving around the salt sheds in Arcadia and Osseo.  The work will need to 

be done in spring. 

The cold air return in Galesville Shop needs to have some work done to it. 

 

HIGHWAY VIEWING and MAINTENANCE DISCUSSION 

John Aasen made the motion to advertise for bridge consultants.  Seconded by Mike 

Nelson.  Motion Carried. 

Commissioner Lyga explained that County Road E is in the LRIP Program.  Need to 

rebuild the road from Elk Creek to Bruce Valley.  The estimated county cost is $358,000. 

Curt Skoyen made the motion to advertise for a consultant for the County “E” LRIP  

Project.  Seconded by Mike Nelson.  Motion Carried. 

The committee was informed that Gerke Excavating will begin the dredging work in  

Independence.  Gerke will be crossing the County “Q” intersection.  Gerke has agreed to  

be responsible for 100% of all repairs that may need to be done to the County “Q” 

intersection. 

The Bridge repair has been completed on Wolfe Road in the Town of Burnside.  The bridge 

now has a 40 ton weight limit.  The bridge on County “F” has been repaired and had the 

weight limit changed to 40 tons.  The Highway Department reinforced the beams on the 

bridge in the Village of Ettrick.  There are four or five more bridges that need repairs yet. 

Commissioner Lyga handed out a list showing county work that was completed in 2014. 

Some of the works included:  21 Miles of Sealcoating, and 7.4 Miles of Paving. 

A 2015 tentative work schedule was also handed out to the committee. 



 

Rian Radtke, Corporation Counsel, informed Commissioner Lyga that the county needs 

to adopt a Speed Limit Ordinance for County Roads.  The ordinance needs to address any 

and all county trunk roads that have a posted Speed Limit under 55  mph.  The Highway  

Department will check the speed limits for all the county trunks roads and develop an 

ordinance listing the necessary roads. 

The Highway Department and Executive-Finance Committee held a joint meeting 

previously.  At his meeting, it was recommended that the County implement an  Uniform 

Highway Use Policy.    The Highway Department reviewed the proposed Highway Use 

Policy.  Ernest Vold made the motion to approve the Trempealeau County Uniform 

Highway Use Policy.  Mike Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 

 

EQUIPMENT DSICUSSION/VIEWING/PURCHASE 

The plow truck should be received by the Highway Department the first week in January,  

2015.  The plow ordered for this truck will be switched with the plow on the interstate 

truck.  With this switch, a new lift arm will need to be installed on the interstate truck. 

The scissor lift the county purchased should be delivered this week or next. 

The 2004 Kenworth chassis that was purchased to be used as a water truck should be 

delivered in spring.  This truck will have a new tank placed on it before delivery. 

The distributor truck had replacement coverage on it so no bids need to be advertised for 

the replacement truck.  The estimated value of the cabover truck with a 2,000 gallon tank is 

$191,000.  A quote was received from Etnyre for a conventional cab chassis with a 3,500 

gallon tank for $190,000.  The Highway Department should have no or very minimal 

expense to replace the Distributor truck. 

The department is testing and comparing the sign trailers, no decision has been made yet  

for which sign trailers to order.  

Tom Kloss explained the need to replace two of the tri-axle trucks.  Trucks have been 

taking quite a lengthy time frame before the county receives them to be placed in the fleet.  

Tom is working on the specifications for the tri-axle chassis and dump box equipment.  

John Aasen made the motion to advertise for two (2) tri-axle chassis and dump box 

equipment.  Mike Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried.  

The wet collector at the Hot Mix Plant needs to be replaced.  A new wet collector would 

cost around $85,000.  The Highway Department will build the new collector for 

approximately 1/3 of this cost.   

Tom Kloss informed the committee that the Mack trucks that are 2010 or newer are having 

problems with oil pans and transmission cooler lines rusting out.  Tom is working with the 

dealer to have these all replaced at the dealers expense. 

 

PERSONNEL DISCUSSION 

Brenda McNallan and Rollin Gjestvang discussed the need to have a rotating standby for 

the Patrol Superintendent position.  Ms. McNallan explained the high amount of hours 

performed by the Patrol Superintendent during the winter season.  The previous 

Patrol Superintendent had as many as 700 extra hours to perform duties related to the 

Winter weather. This rotating standby position may be extended to be a year round 

rotation.  A standby rate needs to be established.  The suggested rate would be $150.00 per 

week (county share of only $22.50) State will be 85% of this fee. The state will pay for 

100% of the standby’s salary if called in due to a State road issue.  The rotation schedule 

would be one week, after normal work hours, and the weekend.  As of this meeting, the 



four that would rotate this standby position are: Rollin Gjestvang, Dave Lyga, Tom Kloss 

and Robert Baecker.  Jamie Kabus will work on the details of how to handle payroll. 

Mike Nelson made the motion to allow the Highway Department to develop a rotating 

schedule as a standby for after hours and weekends for the Patrol Superintendent position 

at the stipend of $150.00 per week.  Curt Skoyen seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 

 

APPEARANCES:  None 

 

The Highway Committee approved Corre, Incorporated to do the bridge rating for the 

county.  With all the repairs that were necessary, requiring re-rating of the bridges an 

amended contract was received from Corre.  Curt Skoyen made the motion to approve the 

amended contract with Corre.  Doug Winters seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 

 

Commissioner Lyga informed the committee that Meigs sent the county an invitation to 

attend their event on Wednesday morning during the Winter Road School.  Meigs is 

requesting an RSVP for attendance.  The committee discussed the invitation and asked  

Commissioner Lyga to complete and return the RSVP on behalf of the committee. 

 

The next Committee Meeting was set for Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 9:00 am at the 

Highway Office in Whitehall.   

 

Chairman Aasen adjourned the meeting at 10:27 am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Debra Haines 

Recording Secretary 

Trempealeau County Hwy Dept.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


