
Trempealeau County 

      Moratorium  Committee  Minutes 

HEALTH IMPACT STUDY  

Date:  June 23, 2014 

Members Present:   Sherry Rhoda  Timothy Zeglin    

     Pamela Nelson   Sally Miller 

     Dr. Sarah Slaby  Elizabeth Feil 

     Cristeen Custer  Paul Winey 

     Ellen Ott        

 

 Absent:    Lois Taylor       

        

        

Others Present: Carol Bawek, Pat Malone      

        

1. Call to Order 

Ms. Sally Miller Chairperson, called the Trempealeau County Moratorium Committee meeting 

to order.  TIME:  6:09  p.m. 

 

2. Certification of Open Meeting Law Requirements 

Posting and notification has accomplished the requirements of the Open Meeting Law. 

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

A motion made by Ms. Rhoda, seconded by Mr. Zeglin to accept the agenda as mailed.    
Motion carried.  See Appendix  J 1. 

 

4. Literature submitted for Review 

List of Completed Health Study Collection 

Personal Communications - Dr.  James Jacobus Toxicologist/Research Scientist MN Dept of 

Health –and also Kevin Masarik – Health of effects Polyacrylamide – US Stevens Point  

 

5. Focus Groups and Surveys 

Ms. Malone – Groups are moving forward.  Set up and interviews being completed.  Possible 

completion – 3
rd

 week in July.   

 

• The survey collection is complete. The data is almost finished being entered and I 

will prepare a summary report.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Air Sampling - Update    Ms. Rhoda – Agreement signed.  Recruit letter will be out in 

Wednesday’s mail.  Names available for Air Wagon use.   Six air sample kits ready to use.  Air 

testing will continued even after Moratorium is completed.   

 

7. Scoping sheets –  Continued in sub committees 

 

8. List of studies submitted to date 

  

 

9. Subcommittee Reports & Discussion/Action 

• Groundwater/surface Water- Outline in use. Health   effects of Polyacrylamide 

discussed. Water quality team is discussing their report.  Four different grades of 

Polyacrylamide.  Wanting a more biodegradable substance. Received complaints about 

sand in citizen’s wells.  People see sand in their well after blasting- no health impacts 

noted.  Damage can occur in the well equipment, pipes, Surface water – storm water 

runoff.  NR 102 – 26 miles of streams.  Alpine and Arcadia Sands have been referred to 

the Dept. of Justice for violations.  Question was asked, “Who monitors and approves 

new technology once mine is permitted and running”? Changes in ordinance and 

conditions would be appropriate.     

 Recommendations are being collected and will be discussed at next meeting. 

• Sound-  Reviewed some documents such as existing Trempealeau County  Ordinance.  

Information is available for sound at night and during day.  Standards should correlate 

with State PSC Code.  Hand held monitor available to Land use Office.  Single reading 

meter.  A mishap of explosion was reported.  Huge plume was reported above Arcadia.  

Next meeting will be working on Final Report.   

• Air- Final revisions of report.  EOG resources report summarized.  June 30
th

 will be next 

meeting.   

• Light pollution - Working on final draft. Five pages long.  MN quality board for light 

pollution.  No more meetings.  Request by committee members to put Light pollution to 

follow the stable communities in the final report.   

• Mines and population density of surrounding- Ms. Malone will provide data on 
households within a half mile of a mine.  X % of county households live within a half 

mile of a sand mine.  Long term stability in the county.  Applied population Lab-

University of WI is providing data on vulnerable population.  

• Stable Communities-Definition– In a stable community, the demands of society, 

business, education and natural resources are balanced, while allowing individuals or 

groups to realize aspirations, to satisfy needs, and to change or cope with the 

environment. Individual reports will be worked on with Catherine Emmanuelle  

10. Timeline for Final Report 

• First Committee will be Board of Health- Meeting date will be September 2, 2014 – 

County Board Room at 6:00 p.m. 

• Second Department of Land Management 

• Third the Full County Board.    

Ms. Malone stated the introduction is necessary and part of a wrap around.  Recommendations 

to each topic will be in each section.  Discussion followed as to readability of report.        

Scoping sheets to be in the appendixes.     



 

11. Discussion and Action on Final Report 

• How do we want to present our report 

• Timing and press releases – Concern for summarizing key findings for each report.  

Press release is necessary at the same time as presentation to Board of Health.  Have a 

3
rd

 of the report done by the July 28
th

 meeting.   

• Public Comment from Tom Forrer.  An extension of the Moratorium would be 

appropriate for the completing of the Final Report and County Board to digest the 

results.   As of August 31
st
 Moratorium in done.  

• What happens after the mines close – water, air, and reclamation. What will be the 

effect after the mines close.   

  

12.        Items for next Agenda 

 

Final Report and Presentation 

 

12. Set Meeting Date-Time  

 

Will have the next “Moratorium” Health Impact Study Committee meeting on July 28, 2014.   

 

13. Approval of Minutes = June 23, 2014   A motion was made by Ms. Ellen Ott                  

seconded by Ms. Rhoda  to approve the minutes.  Motion carried 
 

14. Adjournment 

A motion made by Mr. Winey, seconded by Ms. Rhoda to  adjourn the June  2014 meeting.  
Motion carried.  TIME:  8:04 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

  

Ms. Secretary 

Cristeen Custer 


