
Trempealeau County 

      Moratorium Committee Minutes 

HEALTH IMPACT STUDY  

Date:  February 27, 2014 

Members Present:   Sherry Rhoda   Pamela Nelson 

     John Aasen   Ellen Ott   

     Dr. Sarah Slaby  Elizabeth Feil 

     Sally Miller   David Larson 

 

 Absent: Lois Taylor    Paul Winey     

          

        

Others Present: Carol Bawek,  Pat Malone, Elizabeth Swanton       

        

1. Call to Order 

Ms. Miller Chairperson, called the Trempealeau County Moratorium Committee meeting to 

order.  TIME:  6:10 p.m. 

 

2. Certification of Open Meeting Law Requirements 

Posting and notification has accomplished the requirements of the Open Meeting Law. 

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

A motion made by Mr. Aasen, seconded by Ms. Rhoda to accept the agenda as mailed.    
Motion carried.  See Appendix F 1. 

 

4. Literature submitted for Review 

• Resident Survey by Ms. Malone.  See Appendix F 2. 

• Air Quality Sampling Document. See Appendix F 3.  

 

5. Moratorium Committee – Health Impact Study Name Change 

Ms. Miller stated in the Month of December the Name of the Committee was voted on and 

changed.  Concern over confusion for the public and the change for Open meeting laws was 

discussed.  A motion was made by Mr. Larson, seconded by Ms. Rhoda to add “Moratorium” 

with Health Impact Study Committee.  Motion carried.   
 

6. Finalize Survey Questionnaire      

 

Ms. Malone presented the survey that will be sent to local residents regarding Frac Sand 

mining.  Air, water quality and water quantity, noise, light, traffic issues will be addressed in 

this survey.  Also questions will be asked of health impaired residents.  List of residents of a 

half mile within a permitted mine.  Discussion followed do we want random sampling of all 

residents within a ½ mile of a permitted mine.  Annexations, active mines was discussed.  



Population of Trempealeau County is 28,000. Sold properties will also be surveyed.  

Questionnaire will also ask for interest in attending focus groups.  Ms. Malone stated you can 

expect 30% in return mailing.  Discussion followed.   A motion was made by Ms. Custer, 

seconded by Ms. Rhoda to approve sending the survey to a random sample of residents  

including the incorporated areas within a ½ mile of a permitted sand mine, also to accept 

survey subject to editorial changes by the survey team. Motion carried. 
 

7. Introduce Iowa University Student Elizabeth (Liz) Swanton 

 

Environmental Health Science Research Centers sample approximately 40 homes (20 pairs) in 

Trempealeau County.    Training, equipment and analysis as well as partial funding for 

recruitment.  Ms. Swanton provided a demonstration of the sampling equipment.  Protocol is 

being written.  Find a home upwind and a home downwind.  Can do indoor/outdoor.  Indoor 

would have a cost to us.  Samplers will have an online training.  Late April, May will be target 

dates.  Discussion followed.  Paired by 1 upwind and 1 downwind. Wind speeds will be 

calculated.  The research team will notify as to the day to take sample.  Baseline research will 

be the goal.  Suggestion to put question of volunteer air sampling on the focus group survey 

postcard.  Training of personnel will be Health Department, UW-Extension and Dept. of Land 

Management.  A motion was made by Mr. Aasen, seconded by Ms. Rhoda to refer to the 

Board of Health with recommendation to approve the partnership with EHSRC.  Motion 

Carried. 
 

• Submitted a Proposed Study Design 

 

8. Focus Groups and Locations 

Include focus groups as part of the process.  Multiple focus groups will be the recommendation 

located throughout the county and at different times.  Various focus groups will be started, such 

as industry, local elected officials, schools, business owners. Young adults should be questioned 

if they plan to stay in the area, or why they will not be settling in Trempealeau County.     

 

9. Indoor Air Sample – MOU 

No action 

 

10. Sub Committee Reports & Discussion 

• Groundwater/surface water-Ms. Malone – High capacity wells in county, new law Bill 

SB302  & B632-- address drawn down.  Recommendation will be safest PAM 

• Current state of water law. Mining and water seminar conference will be attended.   

• Air- Ms. Ott- New Auburn School updated air filters.  Located between 2 sand mines.  

Particulate matter less than 3.  Survey was discussed.  Industry did not pay for expenses.  

New Auburn is in Barron County.  Will research State Lab for results.   

• Radon/radioactivity- Completed  

• Light Pollution-Ms.Custer-March will be a revision of MN Study.  All aspects of 

recommendations and tools.   

• Mines and population density of surrounding-  

• Stable Communities-Chairperson –Definition of Stable Communities has been 

completed.  

o Taxes 

o Population 

o Comprehensive Land Use 



o Tourism  

o March 1
st
 Scoping worksheets.   

11. Items for next Agenda 

Sub committee Report-Information and action 

Stable Committee Definition of  

Elizabeth Swanton = March  

Status of Survey  = Report     

 

12. Set Meeting Date - Time 

Monday March 24, 2014    6-8:00 p.m. 

13. Approval of Minutes – February 27, 2014 

A motion made by  Mr. Larson, second by Ms. Nelson  to approve the minutes of the 

February 27, 2014 Trempealeau County Health Impact Study “Moratorium” meeting.  

Motion carried.   
 

14. Adjournment   

A motion made by Ms. Rhoda, seconded by Ms. Custer to adjourn the February 27, 2014 
meeting.  Motion carried.  TIME:  7:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John Aasen 

Ms. Secretary 


