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REGULAR SESSION 
APRIL 19, 2011 

 
 
 The Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors met in Regular Session at the Government 
Center in the City of Whitehall, County of Trempealeau and State of Wisconsin on Tuesday, April 
19, 2011 at 10:18 a.m. with Chair Wally Geske presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of 
the United States of America was recited led by Chair Geske. 

 
CALL 

 Dear Supervisor, 
 

Please be advised that the Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors will meet at 10:00 a.m. 
on April 19, 2011 in the County Board Room.  The Educational Class presented by 
Corporation Counsel Rian Radtke will start at 8:30 a.m. in the County Board Room.  All 
County Board Members’ Claims are due in the County Clerk’s Office by noon on April 5, 
2011 so they can be prepared for Audit Committee approval. 
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ Paul L. Syverson 
County Clerk 

 
It was moved by Hensel Vold and seconded by John Aasen to accept the Call as read; this was 

unanimously carried by acclamation. 
 
 Roll was called. A quorum was met with all 17 supervisors in attendance.     
  
  Chair Geske announced the open meeting law requirements have been complied with by 
postings and notifications to the members and media.   
 
 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:  It was moved by Michael Nelson and seconded by George 
Brandt to adopt the 12 item amended agenda with the change of moving 8B right after 5D.  Motion 
carried unanimously by vote of acclamation to approve the amended agenda.      
 

MINUTES APPROVED:  It was moved by Robert Duellman and seconded by Hensel Vold to 
adopt the March minutes.  Motion carried unanimously by a vote of acclamation to adopt the 
minutes.   
  
 APPEARANCES:  SHERIFF DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  Sheriff Richard 
Anderson reported the monthly figures for March in which there were 90 bookings of which 74 were 
male and 16 were female.  Of those, 73 were White, 1 Black, 10 Hispanic, 3 Asian and 3 Native 
American.  The average daily in county population was 34 and the out of county average was 7.16.  
There were 4.03 people on electronic monitoring.  The total for March was 45.19 compared to last 
year at this time of 48.39.  There were 7.68 people on Huber.  There were 2 INS holds.  There were 
11 car/deer crashes, 17 crashes with reported property damage and 8 with personal injury.  There 
were 0 fatalities.  Sheriff Anderson also wanted to the new Lieutenant position as he ahs received 
calls on it.  This position does not increase the Sheriff Department staffing as it was an internal move.  
He then introduced Wayne Dahl from Trempealeau as the new Lieutenant.  Wayne brings 19 years of 
law enforcement background with him to this position. 
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 PROCLAMATION – CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH:  Clerk Syverson read the 
proclamation.  The supervisors unanimously supported the April observance.       
 

HIGHWAY PETITIONS:  Clerk Syverson read petitions from each municipality except the 
Town of Burnside, who declined county aid this year.  No action taken. 

 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT UPDATE – JIM JOHNSON:  Jim reported from November 

2010 through the beginning of April 2011.  There were 50 storms reported where the Highway was 
required to take action.  The state used 5,500 ton of salt and labor and machinery costs were 
$467,000.  6,300 ton of sand/salt mixture was used by the county and labor and machinery costs were 
$381,000.  Oil bids are up this year by about 1.45% and material for patchwork is up 5%.  Seal 
coating is up 7% and metal culvert costs have gone up 2% to 18% per foot.  Plastic culverts have 
changed very little from last year and they cost about 25% - 45% less than steel ones.  Machinery 
rates are up 4.7% and another increase is expected in May or June because of fuel costs.  They have 
signed contracts for centerline painting and hope to have 2 contracts with the Buffalo River Trail.  
They will be working on the chip project on Highway J for about 3 1/2/ miles.  Jim said there is a lot 
of culvert work to do this spring because of the fall flooding.  He also said that the city of Galesville 
bridge is now closed until late October.  There are 53 bridges to inspect each year.  They will be 
doing crack filling on Highway 53 near Blair and Highway 93 near Arcadia this year.   

 
TV STUDIO FUNDRAISER:  Supervisor Michael Nelson said the Ext-Education & 

Communication Committee decided to have a live “on air” auction where people can call in to bid on 
things.  Arlena Schott asked for help from anyone for the project.  BY doing the auction on TV, she 
said they are hoping to put a “face” to the business with the product being auctioned off.  The date 
will be Wednesday, June 1st from 5 p.m. until 10 p.m.  They are still looking for volunteers to help all 
aspects of this endeavor.     

 
 

2011-04-01 
RESOLUTION 

 
Community Service Block Grant Funding 

 
WHEREAS Western Dairyland EOC Inc. was established in 1966 by action of the county boards of 
Buffalo, Trempealeau, Jackson and Eau Claire as a Community Action Agency (CAA) under the 
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, and 
 
WHEREAS Western Dairyland is one of 16 CAAs in Wisconsin which serve to address the needs of 
individuals and families living near the bottom of the economic ladder by providing opportunities; 
leading to economic and social advancement, and 
 
WHEREAS Western Dairyland creates economic opportunities for low-income people by  

• Involving low-income people in identifying and developing solutions to local poverty 
problems, 

• Creating new jobs and developing small businesses, 

• Building skills through employment training, financial education and other programs, 

• Assisting low-income households to build assets such as home ownership 
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• Strengthening families and providing educational opportunities to children, youths, 
and adults, 

• Developing and managing affordable housing, 

• Improving the availability and quality of the community child care providers, 

• Providing emergency food resources to pantries as well as providing subsidized meals 
to low-income children enrolled in child care, 

• Improving energy efficiency through home weatherization, 

• Providing health and dental services to children and adults, 

• Recruiting volunteers to serve the needs of community organizations and institutions, 

• Conducting research and preparing funding applications to meet the needs of our 
community, 

 
WHEREAS Western Dairyland and its sister community action agencies serving the poor in 
Wisconsin receive federal Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) funds to provide services to low-
income individuals and families and CSBG funds are critical to the continued success of Western 
Dairyland, and 
 
WHEREAS Western Dairyland is governed by a board of directors representing a cross-section of the 
community consisting of; one-third are representatives of the poor, one-third are elected public 
officials representing the county boards, and one-third are representatives of business and community 
groups from the area served therefore, and 
 
WHEREAS President Obama’s budget calls for reducing funding for CSBG by 50% and members of 
Congress have proposed deeper cuts, and 
 
WHEREAS the Trempealeau County Board believes the services and programs provided by Western 
Dairyland are important to the County and the loss of any significant level of CSBG funding would 
be a detriment for the families and communities in the County, but also in recognition of the need to 
address domestic spending. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Trempealeau County Board hereby supports the funding 
for the Community Service Block Grant at the 2008 levels to sustain efforts to achieve economic 
stability for people in need, for our common good. 
 
Dated at Whitehall, Wisconsin this 19th day of April, 2011 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Ernest Vold 
/s/ Douglas Winters 
/s/ Wally Geske 
/s/ Mark Smick 
/s/ David Suchla 
EXECUTIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
It was moved by Ernest Vold and seconded by Douglas Winters to adopt the resolution.  Tom Bice 
said we are in a very tight budget crunch and although he supports the idea, he knows things will get 
worse in the future.  George Brandt said the Western Dairyland has a large budget mostly supported 
by grants and by cutting out this block grant it will put more burden on poor people.  Motion carried 
unanimously by a vote of acclamation to support funding the grant.            
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2011-04-02 
RESOLUTION 

 
OPPOSING THE CENTRALIZATION OF ECONOMIC SUPPORT PROGRAMS AS 

PROPOSED IN THE GOVERNOR’S BIENNIUM BUDGET 
 
WHEREAS Wisconsin has a long history of providing social services through county government; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS these programs include eligibility determination for Family Care and the Caretaker 
Supplement, Medicaid, Badger Care, Food Share, Energy Assistance, and Child Care; and, 
 
WHEREAS in Trempealeau County those services are provided by the Department of Human 
Services, Economic Support Unit; and, 
 
WHEREAS the State of Wisconsin has failed to demonstrate centralization is effective. Currently, the 
State of Wisconsin is under a Corrective Plan of Action with the Food & Nutrition (FNS) through the 
USDA because of their timeliness in processing Badger Care Core and Food Share cases centrally at 
the ESC (Enrollment Services Center). As of March, 2011 the ESC had over 4,000 cases still 
unprocessed within 365 days. Currently, agencies could be fined with liquidated damages of $250 per 
case when errors are identified and not corrected within 30 days of notification; and, 
 
WHEREAS the State of Wisconsin currently contracts the Badger Care Core program and services 
for the childless adult population to Hewlett Packard(aka Enrollment Service Center or ESC) and 
ESC’s error rate for handling applications is more than 3.2% compared to the Trempealeau county 
error rate of 0%; and, 
 
WHEREAS the proposed 2011-2013 biennium budget calls for the centralization of these programs, 
thus eliminating local access to economic support services; and, 
 
WHEREAS there are approximately 6,587 citizens of Trempealeau County receiving these services 
in 2010 and, 
 
WHEREAS without the knowledge and experience of local personalized assistance many of these 
citizens may lose their benefits. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors go on 
record opposing the centralization of these services and encourage county’s legislators to vote against 
this portion of the Governor’s Biennium Budget. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to this county’s legislative 
delegation and the Governor’s office. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we urge the State of Wisconsin to allow citizenship eligibility 
investigation to receive benefits. 
 
 
Dated at Whitehall, Wisconsin this 19th day of April, 2011. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
     /s/ Michelle Haines 

                 /s/ Hensel Vold 
                 /s/ Robert Reichwein 
                             /s/ Arild Engelien 
                HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 

     
It was moved by Arild Engelien and seconded by Michelle Haines to adopt the resolution.  Jeff 
McIntyre said 2,560 households in Trempealeau County receive services.  When asked, Jeff said they 
can’t ask recipients if they are legal or illegal citizens, nor can they ask about their ethic background.  
For proof of residence the state guidelines don’t allow them to verify addresses or income.  Jeff doesn’t 
feel the state can handle this program as effectively as the county currently does.  George Brandt said 
by moving this program tot eh state level, it will keep the poor people from applying for these benefits.  
Mark Smick asked how many other counties support this.  Jeff felt that all 72 counties would support it.  
George Brandt made reference to the previous meeting this morning regarding open records and when 
work is turned over to a private entity, in the this case, Hewlett Packard,  the county loses control over 
having that company answer for their work or charges for it.  Dick Miller said we need to prepare our 
population to be active members in society with jobs so they can purchase homes and pay taxes.  David 
Suchla made a motion to amend the resolution to say “Be it further resolved, we urge the state of 
Wisconsin to allow citizenship eligibility investigations to receive benefits.” Rodney Severson 
seconded it.  Roll call vote taken on amendment; motion carried with 15 yes votes an 2 no votes, 
amendment adopted.  The no votes were Ernest Vold and George Brandt.  Olin Fimreite asked about 
the number of people that move up and out of the program to the middle class but Jeff did not have a 
number for him as he said some people stay continually in the programs from year to year.   Motion 
carried by a vote of acclamation to adopt the resolution as amended, resolution adopted.     

 
 

 
 

2011-04-03 
RESOLUTION 

 
Courthouse Maintenance 2010 Budget Carryover 

 
WHEREAS Trempealeau County budgeted $433,028 for its 2010 courthouse budget (101.51600); 
and 
 
WHEREAS the County did not expend all of the budgeted $433,028.00 during the 2010 budget year 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Property Committee recommends to the 
Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors that the Trempealeau County Maintenance Department be 
authorized to carry over it’s 2010 budget surplus ($17,908.36) with ($14,000) being placed in the 
Non-Lapsing Property Contingency (101.51601) and ($3,908.36) placed in the Maintenance 
(101.51600.999) . 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amount carried over from 2010 ($3,908.36) be used to move 
the fire control panel and place an entrance into the adjoining closet. 
 
Dated at Whitehall, Wisconsin this 19th day of April, 2011 
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Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Hensel Vold 
/s/ Michelle Haines 
/s/ Robert Reichwein 
/s/ Dick Miller 
/s/ Michael Nelson 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 
It was moved by Hensel Vold and seconded by Michael Nelson to adopt the resolution.  Chair Geske 
reminded everyone that a 2/3 vote was need to pass this.  Discussion was held on returning the money 
back to the general fund.  Roll call vote taken; motion failed with 9 yes votes and 8 no votes, 
resolution failed.  The no votes were Wally Geske, Olin Fimreite, John Aasen, Rodney Severson, 
Ernest Vold, Tom Bice, Robert Duellman and Mark Smick.            

 
 

2011-04-04 
RESOLUTION 

 
HIGHWAY AID UNDER SECTION 83.03 

 
 WHEREAS Section 83.03, subsection (2), of the Statutes, provides that if any County Board shall 
determine to improve any portion of the County Trunk System of Perspective State Highways with 
County Funds, it may assess not more than Forty (40) per cent of such improvement against the town, 
village or city in which the improvement is located, provided the amount of such tax shall not exceed 
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) in any year, and 
 
WHEREAS the County Clerk shall certify such tax to the town, village or City Clerk who shall put 
same in the tax roll to be collected and paid to the County Treasurer in the next year. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that by virtue of the authority granted by Section 83.03, 
subsection (2), the following improvements be made on the County Trunk Highway System of 
Perspective State Highways: 
TOWN OF         ROAD   LOCAL     COUNTY 
Albion    County Trunks                 $ 1,000.00  $   1,500.00 
Arcadia   County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Burnside   County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Caledonia   County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Chimney Rock   County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Dodge    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Ettrick    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Gale    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Hale    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Lincoln    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Pigeon    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Preston    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Sumner    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Trempealeau   County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
Unity    County Trunks   1,000.00       1,500.00 
CITY OF   
Arcadia   County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
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Blair    County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
Galesville   County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
Independence   County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
Osseo    County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
Whitehall   County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
VILLAGE OF 
Eleva    County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
Ettrick    County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
Pigeon Falls   County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
Strum    County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
Trempealeau   County Trunks   1,000.00        1,500.00 
        ________     _________ 
                                  $26,000.00     $39,000.00 
 
Dated this 19th day of April, 2011. 
                    
        Respectfully submitted, 
        /s/ Ernest Vold 
        /s/ John Aasen 
        /s/ Tom Bice 
        /s/ Michael Nelson 
        TREMPEALEAU COUNTY 
        HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

 
It was moved by Michael Nelson and seconded by Ernest Vold to adopt the resolution.  Roll call vote 
taken; motion carried with 17 yes votes, resolution adopted.   

 
 

2011-04-05 
RESOLUTION 

 
HIGHWAY AID UNDER SECTION 83.14 

 
WHEREAS various Towns, hereinafter named, have filed petitions for County Aid for roads under 
the provisions of Section 83.14 of the Wisconsin Statutes 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that said revised petitions are hereby granted and County 
appropriations for the year 2012 are made as follows: 
 
TOWNS         ROAD            LOCAL        COUNTY      TYPE OF WORK 
 
Albion       Thompson      26,883.00      17,922.00     Reconstruct                                                 
Arcadia   River Valley       82,641.00   55,094.00     Sealcoat        
Caledonia   Cox              24,468.00      16,312.00          Reconstruct 
                          McGilvary                       9,994.00        6,663.00          Sealcoat  
Chimney Rock   Kolve Valley                11,449.00        7,633.00          Resurface 
Dodge               Glodowski                     22,025.00      14,683.00          Sealcoat          
Ettrick               Larson Coulee               13,792.00        9,195.00          Sealcoat 
                          Nyen                                8,438.00        5,625.00     Sealcoat     
                          Peacock                         10,222.00        6,815.00          Sealcoat    



 39 

Gale     Crystal Valley      48,036.00     32,024.00     Reconstruct 
Hale     Lee                                14,827.00         9,885.00      Sealcoat 
     Roskos                          19,655.00       13,103.00      Sealcoat 
Lincoln    Gierok       28,132.00       18,755.00     Reconstruct   
Pigeon                Hestekin                        22,802.00       15,201.00  Pave 

      Fly Creek                      18,501.00       12,334.00     Grind and Resurface 
                           Fitch Coulee                    1,721.00         1,147.00    Sealcoat       
Preston    Schansberg                    61,604.00       41,069.00  Grind & Repave                                                          
Sumner    Brown                              6,913.00         4,609.00     Sealcoat 
                           Oak Grove                     14,689.00         9,792.00     Sealcoat 
Trempealeau       Trim                              55,897.00       37,265.00     Construct, Widen, Pave                                                 
Unity                 Chief Inn                       37,311.00       24,874.00   Reconstruct 
 

TOTAL         540,000.00     360,000.00 
 
Dated at Whitehall, Wisconsin this 19th day of April, 2011. 
 
            Respectfully submitted, 
       /s/ Ernest Vold 
       /s/ John Aasen 
       /s/ Tom Bice 
       /s/ Michael Nelson 
       TREMPEALEAU COUNTY 
       HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

 
It was moved by Rodney Severson and seconded by Robert Duellman to adopt the resolution.  
George Brandt made a motion to amend the resolution to say “with the exception of Town of Preston, 
Schansberg Road and request Winn Bay to pay the County portion of $61,604.  Dick Miller seconded 
it.  Much discussion held.  Voice vote to approve the amendment failed.  Roll call vote taken; motion 
carried with 17 yes votes, resolution adopted.      

 
 

201-04-06 
RESOLUTION 

 
REPORT – CLAIMS OF MEMBERS 

 
Your Audit Committee hereby respectfully reports that they have audited the following claims and 
recommend that they be allowed as follows: 
 

NAME  PER DIEM  EXPENSES  TOTAL 

John Aasen  $105.00  $17.34  $122.34 

       

Tom Bice   $105.00  $79.56  $184.56 

       

George Brandt   $175.00  $52.02  $227.02 

       

Robert Duellman  $140.00  $76.50  $216.50 
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Arild Engelien     $70.00  $65.28  $135.28 

       

Olin Fimreite  $70.00  $0.00  $70.00 

       

Wally Geske  $140.00  $29.07  $169.07 

       

Michelle Haines    $105.00  $38.25  $143.25 

       

Dick Miller    $350.00  $97.92  $447.92 

       

Michael Nelson  $280.00  $79.56  $359.56 

       

Rob Reichwein    $105.00   $48.96  $153.96 

       

Rodney Severson   $35.00  $9.18  $44.18 

       

Mark Smick  $245.00  $133.62  $378.62 

       

Dave Suchla     $105.00  $14.28  $119.28 

       

Ernest Vold  $560.00  $159.63  $719.63 

       

Hensel Vold    $140.00  $89.76  $229.76 

       

Douglas Winters  $210.00  $146.88  $356.88 

       

TOTALS  $2,940.00  $1,137.81  $4,077.81 

 
Dated at Whitehall, Wisconsin, this 19th day of April, 2011 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        /s/ Wally Geske 
        /s/ Olin Fimreite 
        /s/ John Aasen 
        AUDIT COMMITTEE 

 
It was moved by John Aasen and seconded by Olin Fimreite to adopt the resolution.  Roll call vote; 
motion carried with 17 yes votes.  

 
APPOINTMENT TO LAKE MARINUKA PROTECTION & REHABILITATION 

COMMITTEE:  Clerk Syverson read a letter from Raymond Anderson, Lake Marinuka Protection & 
Rehabilitation to Chair Geske requesting the appointment of a commissioner to replace Charles 
Zauner.  Chair Geske announced he has chosen Robert Duellman for the appointment.  Hensel Vold 
made a motion to approve Robert Duellman as the commissioner.  Hensel Vold made a motion to 
approve the appointment and Ernest Vold seconded it.  Motion for approval was carried unanimously 
by acclamation. 
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APPOINT ADDITIONAL MEMBER TO REDISCTRICTING COMMITTEE:  Chair Geske 
announced they have added Douglas Winters tot eh redistricting committee to represent the southern 
part of the county.  David Suchla made a motion to approve the appointment and Michael Nelson 
seconded it.  Motion for approval was carried unanimously by a vote of acclamation.       

  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  EXECUTIVE & FINANCE COMMITTEE BUDGET UPDATE 

REPORT:  Chair Geske said everyone has a copy of the budget on their desk and if there are any 
questions, contact the clerk.   

 
CORRESPONDENCE:  There was none for April.    
 

           CLOSING:  It was moved by Rodney Severson and seconded by Michael Nelson to waive the 
reading of the minutes and that a copy be mailed to each member.  Motion carried unanimously by a 
vote of acclamation.     

It was moved by Dick Miller and seconded by Rob Reichwein to instruct the Clerk to pay 
mileage and per diem; roll call vote; motion carried with 17 yes votes. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  Chair Geske declared the meeting adjourned until Monday, May 16, 

2011 at 7:00 pm.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 pm.   
         
 
  

Recording Secretary, 
       Mary Martin 
   
 
         # Of  
 Dist # SUPERVISOR         PER DIEM      MILES          MILEAGE 
 1 ARILD ENGELIEN   $70.00  64  $32.64 
 2 DOUGLAS WINTERS  $70.00  60  $30.60 
 3 TOM BICE                               $70.00  54             $27.54 
 4 ROBERT DUELLMAN  $70.00  50             $25.50 
 5 MARK SMICK   $70.00  44  $22.44 
 6 GEORGE BRANDT   $70.00  34  $17.34 
 7 ROBERT REICHWEIN  $70.00  32  $16.32 
 8 MICHELLE HAINES              $70.00  25             $12.75 
 9 DICK MILLER   $70.00  24  $12.24 
 10 WALLY GESKE   $70.00  19               $9.69 
 11 OLIN FIMREITE   $70.00    2    $1.02 
 12 JOHN AASEN              $70.00  10    $5.10  
 13 DAVE SUCHLA              $70.00  14    $7.14 
 14 RODNEY SEVERSON             $70.00  16    $8.16 
 15 HENSEL VOLD              $70.00  44  $22.44 
 16 MICHAEL NELSON               $70.00  22  $11.22 
 17 ERNEST VOLD              $70.00  38  $19.38 
  TOTALS                 $1,190.00           552                 $ 281.52 


