
REGULAR SESSION 
MAY 17, 2010 

 
 
 The Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors met in Regular Session at the Government 
Center in the City of Whitehall, County of Trempealeau and State of Wisconsin on Monday, May 17, 
2010 at 7:01 p.m. with Chair Wally Geske presiding.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America was recited led by Chair Geske. 
 

 
CALL 

 
 Dear Supervisor, 
 

Please be advised that the Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors will meet at 7:00 p.m. 
on May 17, 2010 in the County Board Room.  All County Board Members’ Claims are due in 
the County Clerk’s Office by noon on May 5, 2010 so they can be prepared for Audit 
Committee approval. 
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ Paul L. Syverson 
County Clerk 

 
It was moved by Ernest Vold and seconded by Douglas Winters to accept the Call as read; 

this was unanimously carried by acclamation. 
 
 Roll was called. A quorum was met with all 17 supervisors in attendance.   
  
  Chair Geske announced the open meeting law requirements have been complied with by 
postings and notifications to the members and media.   
 
 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:  It was moved by Hensel Vold and seconded by Robert 
Duellman to adopt the 12 item amended agenda.  Chair Geske announced resolution 2010-05-03 was 
being deleted from tonight’s agenda.  Motion carried unanimously by vote of acclamation to approve 
the amendments to the agenda.   
 

MINUTES APPROVED:  It was moved by Rodney Severson and seconded by John Aasen to 
adopt the April minutes.  Motion carried unanimously by a vote of acclamation to adopt the minutes.   
  
 APPEARANCES:  SHERIFF DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  Sheriff Anderson 
reported the monthly figures for April.  There were 73 bookings of which 61 were male and 12 
female.  53 were White, 5 Black, 14 Hispanic and 1 Asian.  There were 2 INS holds.  The average 
daily in county population was 25.80 and the out of county average was 13.67.  There were 3.83 on 
electronic monitoring for a total of 43.30.  There were 3.70 on Huber.  In April there were 28 car/deer 
crashes.  There were 4 crashes with reported property damage and 9 with personal injury.  There were 
no fatalities.     
 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT UPDATE ON NEW LAW RE: SMOKE FREE IN THE WORK 
PLACE:  Paula Silha from the Regional Tobacco Coalition covers seven counties, one of them being 
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Trempealeau County.  She did a power point and gave a handout to the supervisors and explained 
that WI Act 12 goes into effect July 5, 2010 which makes the State of Wisconsin a smoke free work 
place.  The handout covered a list of places where smoking is prohibited and where smoking is still 
allowed.  The Department of Justice will be enforcing this new law and there will be phone numbers 
and websites for people to access if they have questions or feel there are violations taking place.  
Silha was happy that Miller Stadium in Milwaukee and Lambeau Field in Green Bay are also joining 
in to go smoke free at their facilities.  The coalition is still working with some of the casinos to try 
and persuade them to go smoke free as well.         

 
 PROCLAMATION - MAY IS FOSTER CARE MONTH HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES: 
 Clerk Syverson read the proclamation.  Rodney Severson made a motion to adopt the proclamation 
and John Aasen seconded it.  Motion carried unanimously by a vote of acclamation 
 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  Jeff McIntyre presented Connie Oates with a plaque for her 
25 years of service and dedication to the county, with her current position being Family and Children 
Supervisor in the Health and Human Services Department.             
 

 
2010-05-01 

RESOLUTION 
 

AUTHORIZE HIRING FINANCIAL CONSULTANT 
 

WHEREAS, the Trempealeau County Health Care Center requires energy upgrades to its main 
facility and the replacement of two leased adult family homes where the lease costs have increased to 
the point that lease is no longer a viable option. 
 
WHEREAS, estimated dollars to enable the energy upgrades and construction/purchase of two adult 
family homes is $580,000. 
 
WHEREAS, a variety of funding options exist (i.e. Build America Bonds, Recovery Zone Build 
American Bonds) enabling the Trempealeau County Health Care Center to accomplish the referenced 
projects with no property tax dollars. 
 
WHEREAS, the Trempealeau County Health Care Center desires to formalize costs via hiring of a 
financial consultant and bidding of energy upgrades and adult family home replacement. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors 
authorize the Trempealeau County Health Care Center to hire a financial consultant and place the 
referenced projects for bid. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the financing methodology and said project bid costs be brought 
back to the County Board of Supervisors for their actions when known. 
 
Dated this 17th day of May, 2010 by 
 
/s/ Ernest Vold    /s/ Hensel Vold    /s/ Douglas Winters 
/s/ Michelle Haines   /s/ Robert Reichwein   /s/ Wally Geske 
/s/ Nelson Richason   /s/ Michael Nelson   /s/ Ernest Vold 
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/s/ Douglas Winters   /s/ Dick Miller    /s/ Mark Smick 
/s/ Barbara Gronemus   /s/ Michelle Haines   /s/ David Suchla 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  PROPERTY COMMITTEE  EXECUTIVE/FINANCE 
          COMMITTEE  

 
It was moved by Ernest Vold and seconded by Michael Nelson to adopt the resolution.  Phil Borreson 
talked about an air conditioning unit and steam traps that need replacing.  Curt Johnson talked about 
several considerations from purchasing an adult family home or building new.  He presented a 
handout out with several possible options and discussed several of them.  With the adult family home 
and replacing equipment Phil mentioned it could amount to $580,000.  Curt is comfortable with a 15 
year pay back on this project and he has talked with Elert and Associates who could combine two 
stimulus packages to help fund this.  Phil said they are only looking at cost proposals at this time and 
will be bringing something back to the full board again as they are not going ahead with anything yet.  
Roll call vote taken; motion carried with 17 yes votes, resolution adopted.   
 

 
2010-05-02 

RESOLUTION 
 

Tax Foreclosure Expenses Additional County Funding Request 
 

WHEREAS, Trempealeau County began tax foreclosures on over 30 properties in October, 2009, and 
 
WHEREAS, the tax foreclosure process was not completed by the end of calendar year 2009, and 
 
WHEREAS, estimated expenses over what was budgeted for 2010 are anticipated in order to finish 
the tax foreclosure process and to sell the properties, and 
 
WHEREAS, estimated revenues from the sale of the tax foreclosure properties is also anticipated, 
and 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that $3,000.00 be added the Tax Deed Expenses account 
#101.51910 to offset the additional anticipated expenses, 
 
AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that $3,000.00 of additional revenues be added to the Sale of 
Tax Deeded Property account #101.48305. 
 
Date at Whitehall, WI, this 17th day of May, 2010. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Ernest Vold 
/s/ Douglas Winters 
/s/ Mark Smick 
/s/ David Suchla 
/s/ Wally Geske 
EXECUTIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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It was moved by John Aasen and seconded by Rodney Severson to adopt the resolution.  Roll call 
vote taken; motion carried with 17 yes votes, resolution adopted. 
 

 
2010-05-03 

RESOLUTION 
 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES RELATING TO COMPLIANCE WITH 
REIMBURSEMENT BOND REGULATIONS UNDER THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE:   
 
Clerk Syverson said this resolution was being dropped because it was already adopted in 1999 and it 
doesn’t need to be redone. 

 
 

2010-05-04 
RESOLUTION 

 
Emergency Management  

All Hazards Mitigation Plan Grant 
 

WHEREAS the Trempealeau County All Hazards Mitigation Plan is federally mandated along with 
periodic updates; and 
 
WHEREAS the Mississippi River Regional Planning Commission drafted the original plan, has 
agreed to apply for an available plan update grant and has agreed to do the update; and 
 
WHEREAS the available grant has been received in the amount of $30,000.00 (project costs minus 
25% match from MRRPC and Trempealeau County): and 
 
WHEREAS the Trempealeau County Emergency Management budget will serve as a pass through 
account for the $30,000.00 (No county levy dollars will be spent).  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a budget adjustment be made allowing the receipt 
(101.43525) and expenditure (101.52600.210) of the $30,000.00. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Ernest Vold 
/s/ mark Smick 
/s/ Douglas Winters 
/s/ David Suchla 
/s/ Wally Geske 
EXECUTIVE/FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
It was moved by Ernest Vold and seconded by Rodney Severson to adopt the resolution.  Roll call 
vote taken; motion carried with 17 yes votes, resolution adopted.   
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2010-05-05 
RESOLUTION 

 
Appointment of Aging Unit Director 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors passed a resolution to merge Senior 
Services with Human Services, and 
 
WHEREAS, Trempealeau County Department of Health and Human Services operates an Aging Unit 
under Chapter 46.82 with the primary purpose of administering  programs of services for older 
individuals of the county, and 
 
WHEREAS, “older individual” means an individual who is 60 years of age or older, and 
  
WHEREAS, a full time Aging Director shall be appointed on the basis of recognized and 
demonstrated interest in and knowledge of problems of older individuals, with due regard to training, 
experience, executive and administrative ability and general qualification and fitness for the 
performance of his or her duties per Chapter 46.82 (5), and 
 
WHEREAS, Kathy Gauger has been functioning in this capacity as the “interim” Aging Director. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Trempealeau County Board of Supervisors do 
hereby appoint Kathy Gauger per Chapter 46.82 (5) as the Aging Init Director for Trempealeau 
County. 
 
Dated at Whitehall, Wisconsin, this 17th day of May, 2010. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Michelle Haines 
/s/ Arild Engelien 
/s/ Rodney Severson 
/s/ Hensel Vold 
/s/ Rob Reichwein 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 

 
It was moved by Arild Engelien and seconded by Michael Nelson to adopt the resolution.  Olin 
Fimreite asked about Kathy Gauger’s current duties and Jeff McIntyre responded that he would be 
taking those over.  Roll call vote taken; motion carried with 17 yes votes, resolution adopted. 
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2010-05-06 
RESOLUTION 

 
REPORT- CLAIMS OF MEMBERS 

 
Your Audit Committee hereby respectfully reports that they have audited the following claims and 
recommend that they be allowed as follows: 
 
NAME  PER DIEM  EXPENSES  TOTAL
John Aasen  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Tom Bice  $35.00  $27.00  $62.00
George Brandt  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
John Bortle  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Robert Duellman  $70.00  $50.00  $120.00
Arild Engelien     $140.00  $74.00  $214.00
Olin Fimreite  $35.00  $0.00  $35.00
Wally Geske  $385.00  $114.50  $499.50
Michelle Haines   $140.00  $37.50  $177.50
Paul Halderson    $35.00  $24.50  $59.50
Richard Kiekhoefer  $210.00  $103.00  $313.00
Donald Kloss  $35.00  $6.00  $41.00
Dick Miller    $315.00  $72.00  $387.00
Michael Nelson  $70.00  $22.00  $92.00
Sheree Nelson  $210.00  $57.00  $267.00
Rob Reichwein (2mo)   $105.00   $48.00  $153.00
Barbara Semb  $385.00  $94.00  $479.00
Rodney Severson  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Mark Smick  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Dave Suchla  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00
Geraldine Van Tassel   $35.00  $21.00  $56.00
Deloras Vind   $35.00  $16.00  $51.00
Ernest Vold  $280.00  $144.00  $424.00
Hensel Vold    $105.00  $44.00  $149.00
Douglas Winters  $385.00  $208.00  $593.00
Charles Zauner     $35.00  $25.00  $60.00   

           
TOTALS  $3,045.00  $1,187.50  $4,232.50

 
Dated at Whitehall, Wisconsin, this 17th day of May, 2010. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        /s/ Wally Geske 
        /s/ Tom Bice 
        /s/ Douglas Winters 
        AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 
It was moved by George Brandt and seconded by John Aasen to adopt the resolution.  Roll call vote 
taken; motion carried with 17 yes votes, resolution adopted. 
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APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:  Clerk Syverson read a letter to Wally 

Geske from Kevin Lien, Director of the Department of Land Management requesting to re-appoint 
James Andre from Arcadia to the Board of Adjustments and to appoint Robert Lunde, the current 
alternate as a regular member to the Board of Adjustments and appoint Randy Severson, a current 
board member as the alternate.  Michael Nelson made a motion to approve the appointments and Olin 
Fimreite seconded it.  Motion carried unanimously by a vote of acclamation. 

 
APPOINTMENT TO WESTERN WISCONSIN CARES:  Clerk Syverson read a letter from 

Jeff McIntyre to Wally Geske requesting the appointment of Jan Herold to the Western Wisconsin 
Cares Board of Directors.  Olin Fimreite made a motion to approve the appointment and Arild 
Engelien seconded it.  Motion carried unanimously by a vote of acclamation. 

 
APPOINTMENT TO THE HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE (4):  Clerk 

Syverson read a letter from Jeff McIntyre to Wally Geske requesting the appointments of Dr. Joanne 
Selkurt, Dr. William Baxa, Tina Kupka and Dora Jean Blaha to the Health & Human Services Board 
as citizen members.  Hensel Vold made a motion to approve the appointments and Arild Engelien 
seconded it.  Motion carried unanimously by a vote of acclamation. 

 
APPOINTMENT TO SENIOR SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL:  Clerk Syverson read a 

letter from Kathy Gauger to Wally Geske requesting the appointment of Dr. Duane Sackett, 
Independence to the Senior Services Advisory Council for a three year term.  It was moved by Olin 
Fimreite to approve the appointment and seconded by Dave Suchla.  Motion carried unanimously by 
a vote of acclamation. 

 
APPOINTMENT TO THE LONG TERM CARE COUNCIL:  Clerk Syverson read a letter 

from Kathy Gauger to Wally Geske requesting the appointment of Richard Staff, Pigeon Falls to the 
Long Tem Care Council for a three year term.  Michael Nelson made a motion to approve the 
appointment and Ernest Vold seconded it.  Motion carried unanimously by a vote of acclamation.   

 
APPOINTMENT TO THE PARKS COMMITTEE:  Clerk Syverson read a letter requesting 

the appointment of Bob Pietrek as a citizen member to the Parks Committee.  Dave Suchla made a 
motion to approve the appointment and Olin Fimreite seconded it.  Motion carried unanimously by a 
vote of acclamation.      

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  EXECUTIVE & FINANCE COMMITTEE BUDGET UPDATE 

REPORT:  Chair Geske said everyone has a copy of the budget on their desk and if there are any 
questions, contact the clerk.           

 
CORRESPONDENCE:  There were none for this month.   
 

           CLOSING:  It was moved by Dick Miller and seconded by Tom Bice to waive the reading of 
the minutes and that a copy be mailed to each member.  Motion carried unanimously by a vote of 
acclamation.     

It was moved by Rodney Severson seconded by John Aasen to instruct the Clerk to pay 
mileage and per diem; roll call vote; motion carried unanimously with 17 yes votes. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  Chair Geske declared the meeting adjourned until Monday, June 21, 
2010 at 7:00 pm.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
         
        

Recording Secretary, 
       Mary Martin 
 
 
 
 
         # Of  
 Dist # SUPERVISOR         PER DIEM      MILES          MILEAGE 
 1 ARILD ENGELIEN   $70.00  64  $32.00 
 2 DOUGLAS WINTERS  $70.00  60  $30.00 
 3 TOM BICE                    $70.00  54  $27.00 
 4 ROBERT DUELLMAN  $70.00  50             $25.00 
 5 MARK SMICK   $70.00  44  $22.00 
 6 GEORGE BRANDT   $70.00  34  $17.00 
 7 ROBERT REICHWEIN  $70.00  32  $16.00 
 8 MICHELLE HAINES   $70.00  25  $12.50 
 9 DICK MILLER   $70.00  24  $12.00 
 10 WALLY GESKE   $70.00  19    $9.50 
 11 OLIN FIMREITE   $70.00    2    $1.00 
 12 JOHN AASEN   $70.00  10    $5.00  
 13 DAVE SUCHLA   $70.00  14    $7.00 
 14 RODNEY SEVERSON  $70.00  16    $8.00 
 15 HENSEL VOLD   $70.00  44  $22.00 
 16 MICHAEL NELSON               $70.00  22  $11.00 
 17 ERNEST VOLD   $70.00  38  $19.00 
  TOTALS                 $1,190.00            552                $ 276.00 
 


