
Trempealeau County 
Board of Health Minutes 

 
Date: February 16, 2010 
 

Members Present: Sheree Nelson   Donald Kloss   
   Tina Kupka   Dr. J. Selkurt 
   Arild Engelien   Dr. Baxa 
                                    
     

Others Present: Cheryl Rhoda   Carol Bawek    
    Tina Kupka    Dick Miller 
    Barb Barczak   Jami Kabus 
    Lieske Giese 
        
1. Call to Order 
 

The Trempealeau County Board of Health meeting was called to order by Vice Chairperson,             
Arild Engelien.  Time:  6:01 p.m. 

 

2. Certification of Open Meeting Law 
 

Posting and notification has accomplished the requirements of the Open Meeting Law. 
 

3. Adoption of the Agenda 
  

 A motion was made by Dr. Baxa, seconded by Mr. Kloss  to accept the agenda  as mailed.    
Motion carried.  See Appendix B1.   
 

4. Adoption of Minutes 
 

• Change in Item # 9. Second bullet. Ms. Nelson requested it to be rewritten. to say, Ms. 
Rhoda wanted to inform the Board of Health members of an issue she was concerned 
about after a board decision at the county board meeting.  Discussion followed with Mr. 
Geske referring her to the Human Resources Department.  Ms. Nelson stated, the content 
of item # 9, second bullet, was not proper procedure. 

• Change in Item # 8.  Delete 5 lines after, “Discussion held.” 
• Add Emery Palmer delete Dr. Selkurt. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Nelson, seconded by Dr. Baxa to accept the minutes with the 
above stated changes.  Motion carried.  Abstain from vote, Dr. Selkurt. Mr. Kloss voted no.   
 

5. Environmental Health Program 
 

• MOU Provision of Emergency Public Inspections/Human Health Hazards Investigation 
• MOU Provision of Certified Lead Risk Assessor Services 
 

Ms. Rhoda stated, the MOU’s were not signed again with the Division of Land Management due  
to the merger.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



6. Presentation of Certificate of Designation For Level 2 Health Department 
  
 Ms. Lieske Giese, Director Western Regional, Eau Claire, WI presented the Board of Health 

members with a Certificate of Designation.  The results of the 140 review show that the 
Trempealeau County Health Department provided evidence of provision of  7 programs or 
services which address at least 11 health priorities identified in the state health plan: Healthiest 
Wisconsin 2010.  No deficiencies were found in meeting statutorily required services.  The 
Trempealeau County Health Department remains a Level II Health Department.  See Appendix 
B 2.   

      

7. Healthy Wisconsin 2010/2020 Goals  
 

Ms. Lieske Giese reviewed with the Board of Health members the infrastructure focus areas 
and the health focus areas.  Every county in the state is to use the frame work and is 
encouraged to look at tracking and compare their long range plans.  See Appendix B3. 

 
9. Merger Discussion 
 

Discussion was held regarding the interim director/health officer position.  It was noted the 
original position was approved by the State of Wisconsin Regional Office in Eau Claire for 
three months.  The original approval will expire within the next few weeks. Discussion 
followed.  Ms. Giese was questioned what would happen if the health department did not have 
an interim director.  Ms. Giese stated that the regional office would fill the void and bill the 
county for their services. Ms. Giese was consulted about the process of extension for the 
position and on the need to even have a health department.  Ms. Giese advised the board the 
health department is required statutorily and Trempealeau County need to submit a request in 
writing to extend the deadline for the Interim Director/health officer position.  Ms. Giese stated 
she did not anticipate any obstacles to the extension.   
   
A motion was made by Dr. Selkurt, seconded Dr. Baxa to extend the position of Interim 
Director/Health Officer for an additional three months. Motion carried.   Ms. Kabus is to 
submit in writing to the regional office a request for the extension.   
 
Discussion was held regarding hiring a new Director/Health Officer for the Health Department 
because of the decision by the county board; not merge the health department  with Human 
Services.  Ms. Nelson stated, the director/health officer position had been eliminated from the 
budget.  It was noted in order to fill this position it would have to go through the three 
committees to hire.   A question was raised inquiring about the need for legal counsel regarding 
the hiring of this position. Ms. Kabus was instructed to seek Corporation Counsel Advice or 
have him come to the next meeting.   
 
A motion was made by Dr. Baxa, seconded by Mr. Kloss to request the legal advice of the 
Corporation Counsel either in writing or have his presence at the next Board of Health 
meeting in assisting  employing a Director Health Officer/Supervisor for the Health 
Department.  Motion carried.  
  

10. Director’s Report 
 

School Gardasil & Meningococcal 
 
Ms. Rhoda prepared a summary of all the schools in the county participating in the School 
Outreach Vaccination Clinic.  It was noted that 3 schools declined to participate in the HPV 
portion.  Citing various reasons, including too controversial.  Ms. Nelson expressed 
disapproval in the advertising, and publication of the clinics.  She stated as a parent she did not 



receive notification or permission slips of the clinic at the Eleva-Strum School District.  
Participation was 24 students.  Ms. Nelson stated we should not rely on the school district 
exclusively to notify parents. She stated she would like to see a media campaign including 
newspapers, posters, possibly radio.  She stated she fought for the Health Department to get 
the money to do this project and she felt it was wasted.   Ms. Rhoda responded, that we will 
add a media campaign to future clinics in an effort to increase student participation.   
 
Communicable Disease Update Update – Mumps Tb   
Ms. Rhoda stated there were 2 suspected mumps cases in the county.  Test results did not 
confirm mumps. Dr. Selkurt explained there can be confusion with one sided swelling in the 
glands in the neck regarding mumps; swelling can be caused by a number of things including 
bacterial infections and viruses.    
 
Positive Tb test was reported to the health department and was investigated.  The results were 
that the patient was treated for Tb in the past.  The Tb test will always be positive on treated 
patients. Patient does not have active Tb at this time.   
 
Discussion regarding another wave of H1N1 for end of February/beginning of March.   
  

11. Approval of Vouchers  
 

A motion was made by Dr. Selkurt , seconded by Mr. Kupka to accept the vouchers as 
submitted. 
                                                                           2009 Vouchers 

Public Health  - $       382.24 
    Agent Status  -      2,100.00 
    PHER   -      1,239.85 
    WIC   -        652.30 
    Home   -     4,125.00 
    Lead   -        172.76 
     Total  - $ 8,772.15 
   
 
                                                                    2010 Vouchers 

Public Health  - $      219.24 
    WIC   -        724.76 
     Total  - $ 1,716.79 
 
Motion carried.  See Appendix B 4. 
 
 

12. Adjournment 
 

Mr. Engelien stated the meeting is adjourned.  The next meeting is March 2, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Mr. Hensel Vold 
Secretary 


